God’s Mission and Service in the World

Worship Service for Mission and Service Fund Sunday
Music Prelude
Welcome and Theme
Let Us Gather Together:

Leader:  We are responsible…..

All:  When anyone, reaches out for help, we want God’s love for everyone to always to be available  through the Mission and Service Fund. For that we are responsible.
Leader:  We are responsible both to God and each other.
All:  Together we can make a change, we can make a difference!  Alleluia! 
Opening Hymn:  In Loving Partnership We Come   VU #603

                             Let Us Build A House   MV #1
Praying Hands For The Mission and Service Fund
Use your fingers as memory aids when you pray for the Mission and Service Fund. As we respond in prayer let us keep our eyes also on our hands.  The hands of Christ hear on earth. Here's how fingers can be prayer reminders: 
Thumb
Since your thumb is nearest to you, begin by praying for those Mission and Service partners in Montreal and Ottawa Conference closest to you. They are the easiest ones to remember. C.S. Lewis said that praying for those nearest to us is a "sweet duty." 
Lord help us to remember all of our Mission and Service partners who work so hard for others right here in Montreal and Ottawa Conference.  Devoted workers who provide drop in centres, refugee support, food banks, thrift stores, laundry co-op and mentoring programs.  We are grateful that so much is happening right here in our conference to lift up to you the poor and the marginalized………  
Index or pointing finder
Let your "pointing finger" remind you to pray for Mission and Service partners who teach, provide comfort and spiritual guidance. This includes professors, chaplains, and leaders of after school programs, mentoring programs and those teaching life skill workshops. They need support and wisdom for pointing others in the right direction.
Lord, we thank You for these men and women who lead our theological schools, our after school programs, mentoring programs and life skill workshops.  May their words be words that are helpful, for building others up according to their needs.  Let each of these men and women inspire others to work to obtaining their goals in life.  In their busy schedules may they find time give a reassuring smile to those that need it.  Let them not be afraid to hold a hand, and listen to a struggling heart…..
Middle finger
Our tallest finger reminds us of our church leaders. We can never pray too much for them. Pray for our General Council Financial Stewardship Unit.

Lord we pray for those that lead through the General Council Financial Stewardship Unit as they make the numerous choices and decisions as they manage the Mission and Service Fund. Remind them to see that as church leaders, equippers and mobilizers, they are only one part. They need to help every person within our church to catch the vision of the Mission and Service Fund. Give them the guidance and wisdom that can only come from you…….  
Ring finger
As any piano teacher will testify, the ring finger is our weakest finger. This weaker finger reminds us to pray for those who are discouraged, in trouble, or in pain. 

Lord we pray for all of the people who are sick in body, mind and in soul, for they need your healing hands to comfort and guide them onto the paths of well-ness. We also pray to you God to help us help others in need. Guide us to: bring water to the parched, food to the hungry, clothes to the naked, shelter to the homeless, and understanding to our fellow man and woman in times of trouble and confusion……  
Little finger
Our little finger is the smallest of the digits on our hands, which is where we should place our prayers for the children of the world who live in poverty.
Lord, we especially lift up the children among us who are poor and marginalized, finding themselves in circumstances they did not choose and helpless to change. We lift up AIDS orphans, children of war, children suffering abuse and neglect, children smitten with malnutrition and disease, lacking education, housing or the most basic of life’s necessities…..
All of the above we pray in Jesus name, Amen  
Children’s time:  A story from the children’s resources – M&S for Kids and Hand in Hand.  Or choose from you own stories about sharing such as “The Doorbell Rang”  by Pat Hutchins.
Children’s Hymn:  
Jesus Hands Were Kind Hands   VU #570

We Give Our Thanks  MV #187
Prayer for Illumination:

God of love, let the pure light of your divine knowledge shine into our hearts, and open the eyes of our understanding, that we may comprehend the teachings of your Word.  Amen
Scripture Reading:

0ld Testament:  Ruth 2

Psalms:  Psalm 113   VU #835
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 9:  6-15 

Gospel:  Matthew 25:  35-40 
Sermon:

Hymn: 

When A Poor One  VU #702

Christ Has No Body Now But Yours  MV #171 

Offering 

Doxology  

Your Work O God, Needs Many Hands   VU #537

Where There Is Charity  MV #170
Prayer of Dedication

For food in a world where many hunger: for faith in a world where many walk in fear; for friends in a world where many walk alone: I give you grateful thanks, O Lord.
Girl Guide World Hunger prayer
Pastoral Prayer
We confess, O God, that there are many gifts we receive each day without thanksgiving: the hug of a child, the song of a bird at the eave of the house, a small, cool breeze in the heat of the day, a night without restlessness, a call from a friend, the sound of laughter on a playground, the thrill and entertainment of a good book, the taste of fresh berries, the memory of a happy time, the promise of our faith.  Here where we sing the songs of Zion and hear the reading of your Word, we are reminded that every good and perfect gift comes from you, and we raise our voices in gratitude for the beauty and glory of your creation.  We applaud, O God, your desire and plan for justice in the world, and lift up to you now the poor and the hungry, the lonely and the broken, the outcast and the ill.  Grant peace and grace in them to stretch forth our hands this day in love and thoughtfulness.  Teach our hearts to be more sensitive, that we may see Christ in the beggar and find your kingdom in our attempts to make the world a better place.  Let us remember those who lived and died in the faith before us and be joined to them in spirit as we praise and magnify your name, through Jesus Christ who taught us to pray Our Father who art in heaven………..
Enter Every Trembling Heart – Prayers for Christian Worship – John Killinger
Hymn:

Lord, You Give the Great Commission   VU #512
Sent Out In Jesus Name  MV #212

Benediction:

May the Christ who walks on wounded feet walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart open your hearts to love. 
When you leave this place may you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet,
and may everyone you meet see the face of Christ in you.

I pray that it be true in your life and in mine. Amen.

Sermon ~ Model of Generous Giving

What a model of generous giving! Boaz, the kinsman-redeemer of Ruth, not only gave from his finances but also committed his possessions and his life to the care of Ruth.

How did he do that:

Boaz gave above what was required or expected.  He fulfilled the law by leaving the leftover grain for the poor, but he went beyond that. In the agricultural society of Boaz and Ruth’s time the distribution of grain to the poor was accomplised in three ways.  Alloting a corner of the field to the poor.  When the harvesters would cut stalks of grain, if one or two two stalks would fall to the ground, they were left for the poor.  When gathering the bound sheaves of grain, if one or two sheaves were forgotten, they must be left for the poor.  At harvest time, the poor would follow after the harvesters to glean whatever they could get just as Ruth was doing in this story. But in Ruth’s case he not only allowed Ruth to continue gleaning in his fields, but he also directed his men to leave extra barley and wheat for her in order to bless her with abundance.

Boaz found delight in giving.  He found joy in providing for Ruth’s needs and protecting her.  .  Unlike other land owners who would never of thought about bringing the poor into their homes Boaz invited Ruth to eat with him. Ruth ate her full and put the rest in a container to take to Naomi.  Boaz advised her to stay with his harvesters, so when she was thirsty she may drink from the water barrel.  He warned his men not to disturb her.  By working until evening she was able to bring a large measure of grain to Naomi.

Boaz went against the law of the Israelite.  Even though Ruth was a widow of an Israelite she was still a Moabite.  Centuries before, Moabites had denied the wandering Israelites the right to cross their land on the way from Egypt.  At the time of the writing of Ruth, Jewish law contained the directive that “no Moabite, shall enter the assembly of God, even to the tenth generation.” Boaz allowed Ruth a refugee, a foreigner glean from the harvest on his land even though within the law of the land, she had no rights.  In fact, her status was that of a domestic animal.  He even invited her into his home to dine with him.  He did all this because he was impressed that she left her own country to accompany and take care of her widowed mother-in-law Naomi to the land of the Israelites.  

Boaz gave without hesitation or regard to personal cost.  When Boaz learned of Ruth’s needs and his position as a near relative, he responded immediately without examining the financial impact that this generosity may have on him.  He fed Naomi, let her drink from the water barrel and work the fields till darkness came so that she would have lots of grain for her labours. 

Perhaps no other book in Scripture, apart from the Gospels, so poignantly presents the principle of caring for the poor as does the book of Ruth.  It contains the account of the plight of Naomi and Ruth, widows without security, a home or a day to day income.  A second principle in Ruth is that of giving at personal cost.  Ruth disregarded her own welfare in her care for Naomi.  In the same way, Boaz is the model of generous giving, going above and beyond financial sacrifice to provide for Ruth’s physical, emotional and social needs.  A final belief brought to life in the book of Ruth is that of trusting in God’s overwhelming love for us.  Ruth took on the most desperate form of poverty to embrace God.  Both Ruth and Boaz serve as models for us as we go through life.

God’s commands to us and God’s pespective on giving to the poor is mentioned throughout the bible.

In Leviticus and in the book of Ruth we are told of how the law of the treatment of the poor during harvesting. 

In the old testament there was also a forgiveness of debts. 

In the new testament we  have the life of Jesus who identifies with the poor,

Jesus models for us the act of giving of our abundance to the poor.

As God has instructed us throughout the bible to take care of those in need so the United Church of Canada has in place the Mission and Service Fund because we all know that it takes money to put our faith into action.  The Mission and Service Fund is the unique way we, as  The United Church of Canada, witness God's love, through overseas partners, in Canadian outreach, in hospitals or university chaplaincies, in supporting small congregations or in assisting intern ministers. The Mission and Service Fund is bigger and more encompassing than a charity. It is our collective way to be God's presence in the world ~ to be the church, to love and serve, to seek justice, to live with respect in creation. It gives us a collective voice in advocating change, justice and peace, whether through the Canadian government or in work with our ecumenical partners. When disaster strikes like recently in Haiti, Chili and China it makes it possible for us to be there immediately working through our overseas partners to provide aid. The Mission and Service Fund ensures that we are participating together in all of this work and more. Within the United Church the Mission and Service is who we are and what we do. It's the United Church faith in action.

When we give generously to the Mission and Service Fund everyone plays a part in giving hope and new life to families here in Montreal and Ottawa Conference, Canada and around the world.  The more we give, the more we delight in our giving – and the more God delights in us.  Our giving pleases us.  But more importantly, it pleases God. As Selwyn Hughes a Welsh Minister is quoted as saying  “I am sure that you come across opportunities to be generous almost every day, and if you fail to respond to those opportunities, who knows what rivers will not flow, what great ministries will never come to birth, what mighty things will not get done?  God has opened the doors of generosity to you; do not fail to open up the doors of generosity to others.” 

Within Montreal and Ottawa Conference because of our gifts to the Mission and Service Fund – a scared refugee has the help of a lawyer to work through the red tape that is our citizenship process.  One of our partners in Ottawa has a mentoring program for people whose lives have been so shattered they do not know how to set goals and plan for their future.  Our overseas personnel Kathleen Stephenson, a member of Parkdale United Church is able to do ecumenical relationship work in Brazil.  There are many more stories in our conference alone of single mothers who are struggling, troubled lost teenagers, or a homeless person who just needs a place to rest for awhile.  Stories from across Canada and the globe are shared in the “Minute For Mission”, booklet  to help people visualize individual lives being touched and changed by this fund. We know that people tend not to give to the mass—we know millions are in need, but we don’t think we can do anything for so many. But when we see the need in one life—that’s a different thing. We can visualize helping that one. Through “Minute For Mission” the Mission and Service Fund draws word pictures that help everyone see that man or woman, that boy or girl, whose life can be changed through the power of our giving to the Mission and Service Fund.

The reading from Ruth and the reading from 2nd Corinthians both speak of the Stewardship act of giving through sowing and harvesting. We are reminded by Boaz and Paul that there is a great joy in giving, for we are not merely fulfilling a basic responsibility but in truth, are opening our hearts to the goodness of God.  It is in such giving that we become generous people.  God’s will has always been that people would join hands and work together as partners with God.  Our partners and overseas personnel are laboring for Christ in ways that you and I cannot but we still have a crucial role in the harvest, supporting them with our prayers and gifts.

Please follow this sermon with a story from “Minute For Mission.” 
*Some of the commentary on Ruth and Boaz taken from NIV Stewardship Study Bible published by Zondervan pages 322 and 324
Worship Service and sermon written by Carolyn Ruda Montreal & Ottawa Conference Mission and Service Support Person
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